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stead of on the big elements. ” 
Andy Gillis is a broker for Gilman 

Yachts at Legacy Harbour Marina in Fort 
Myers. He took the class to explore a fu-
ture in the boat business. In working on a 
100 percent commission basis, he needs 
to apply the same principles as any busi-
ness owner. He especially has experience 
with the 80/20 rule, in this and his past 
sales jobs.

“Sometimes I’m not successful, like 
with cold calling,” he said. “But I’ve pretty 
much always gone by the 80/20 rule. If I 
talk with 10 people, I’m already ready for 
an 80 percent rejection, and these are with 
new contacts, then with the 20 percent I’d 
have some sort of positive result.”

Gillis has a business degree already 
and a long history in sales and manage-
ment. Moreover, he has those characteris-
tics of an entrepreneur.
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ing in construction sales. He even seized 
the networking opportunity to sell the 
metal studs that form the foundation of 
the new Enterprise Center buildings. Still, 
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“I received a lot of good marketing 
ideas and local resources to get help when 
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that I have a mentor on my side business-
wise. When I do have an issue,” he said, 
“I can get help and ideas through Tom. 
I am a sales and marketing type of per-
son (already), and he helped increase my 
knowledge.”

All of the alumni Southwest Florida 
Business Today interviewed were ef-
fusive with their praise of the class, the 
teacher, and the Enterprise Center.

“Just take the class,” Clark said. “Just 
take it.” 

But is there room in this crazy, mixed-
up economy for another small business?

More on the wing
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entrepreneurs.
“For the good ones, for the ones who 

have really studied their place in the mar-
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in the market that they’re going to try 
to serve, it’s very good, because the big 
people are backing off,” he said. “They’re 
doing things more general; that leaves a 
lot of room for the specialists, the entre-
preneurs.”

In fact, some are turning to small busi-
ness ownership opportunities because of 
the economy. Scott said that, with unem-
ployment, folks are looking for a way to 
take control of their own futures.

“Lots of those people are not going 
to be good as entrepreneurs, but some 
of them are going to be outstanding,” he 
said.

If they fall into the latter category, 
chances are good they will get that way 
while perched around that conference 
table, with Tom Scott leading the discus-
sion.
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Tom Scott facilitates the discussion

THE END IS NEAR!
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